
T H E  G R E AT  STO N E  V I A D U C T  S O C I E T Y  A N D  T H E  B E L L A I R E  P U B L I C  L I B R A RY
P R E S E N T  T H E  2 0 1 9  W I N T E R  L EC T U R E  S E R I E S

Great Stone Viaduct Historical Education Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 145 
Bellaire, OH 43906

740-963-3500
info@greatstoneviaduct.org

www.greatstoneviaduct.org/events.html

Office of Price
Administration
WWII Ration Tokens

Wednesday, February 20, at 6 pm 
Bellaire Public Library Activity Room 

Presented by
Wayne A. Cekola

I am ver y excited to be shar ing w ith you one of my interests, that of 
collecting Wor ld War  II OPA Tok ens. My introduction into collecting 
these little r ed and blue tok ens is interesting. While at a coin show  in 
Pittsbur gh, PA, I w as look ing thr ough many boxes of tokens w hen I 

came acr oss something inter esting, about the size of a dime. Needless 
to say I w as intrigued by my latest find, and just had to pur chase it for  
the 10c they were ask ing. Well, w hen I got home I resear ched this new  

type of tok en that I had just acquir ed, it w as a ration tok en r eleased 
dur ing WWII. I later  found out that the OPA stood for  the Office of 

Pr ice Administr ation. 

I have been collecting these for  year s, and have thousands of OPA 
tok ens in my collection. I have completed tw o sets of these tokens, one 

in uncir cu lated condition and another  in cir culated. I cherish them 
because they r elate to a time in histor y that w e must never  for get. 

Dur ing Wor ld War  II, these tok ens w er e used as a method to regulate or  r ation how  much any given family could buy. This r ationing w as 
done because of the shor tages that w er e caused due to the w ar  effor t. 


